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Proposed Dissertation Budget Justification

Personnel

Observers (($1,170.00).  The largest line-item in the budget is for two observers to code on-task and off-task behavior, and one observer to provide reliability coding for the fidelity of treatment measure.  Each observer will receive 3 hours of training on the procedures and to practice coding videos to achieve a high level of inter-rater agreement.  Total instructional time is anticipated to be approximately 60 hours.  That is five, 30-minute session per week for six week across four groups (5 x 30 x 6 x 4 = 3600 minutes = 60 hours).  If observers code 60% of instructional time, the total would be 36 hours.  Three hours of training combined with 36 hours of coding would result in 39 hours of total time per observer.

Scorers ($720.00).  The next largest line item in the budget is for two scorers to score student essays.  Scorers will receive three hours of training to learn the scoring procedures and to practice scoring essays to achieve a high level of inter-rater agreement.  Fifteen students will participate in this study.  Each student will complete 11 essays (i.e., 3 at baseline, 3 post-SRSD instruction, 3 post-revision instruction, 1 maintenance, 1 generalization), and scorers must score both the first and final drafts of each essay.  The total number of essays scored, then, will be 330 (15 students x 11 essays x 2 drafts = 330 essays).  Based on previous research experience, scorers can score approximately 5 essays per hour, for a total of 66 hours of scoring (330 essays/5 per hour = 66 hours).  Therefore, each scorer will have approximately 33 hours of scoring (66 hours/2 scorers = 33 hours per scorer).  Three hours of training combined with 33 hours of scoring results in 36 hours of total time per scorer.

Stipend for teacher ($100.00).  The final personnel item is a stipend for the classroom teacher.  The teacher will help with obtaining informed consent from both parents and student.  She will also assist with scheduling, finding a classroom for instruction, and grouping students.  Throughout the study she will be in daily contact with the researcher to aid with logistics, student behaviors, and other needs that arise.  

Equipment

All equipment prices were obtained from a search of Best Buy online.  

Video camera and tripod ($299.00 + $59.99 = $358.99).  Two camcorders and tripods will be needed to videotape both the teacher and students throughout instruction for on-task coding and fidelity of treatment coding.  The researcher already has one camera and tripod, but will need another.  

Audio recorders ($131.98).  Two digital voice recorders will be needed to document peer-revision conferences.  (In a classroom of 4 students, 2 student pairs may be conferencing at the same time.)  The same voice recorders will be used to tape student interviews.  

Flash drives ($119.85).  Fifteen flash drives will be needed to save students’ written work from class to class (one flash drive per student).  While schools typically have networks where students can save work, past research experience has shown that there can be problems with relying on the network to save research materials (e.g., researchers cannot access the work when students are not present, students have difficulty managing their files across classes, networks can be down during class time).  
External hard drive ($119.99).  An external hard drive is needed to store video and audio files, as well as to keep back-up copies of students’ work.

Materials

Posters ($484.50).  Laminated posters of instructional materials will be used for small group instruction because they are large enough for all students to see and can be reused for each group.  Using posters also eliminates the need for overhead projectors or other equipment that may not be available in the room where instruction will take place at the research site.  Ten posters will be needed for instruction: (1) the POW+TREE mnemonic, (2) the graphic organizer, (3-6) 4 sample essays used to train students on the persuasive essay text structure, (7) transition word list, (8) self-statement list, (9) the steps of peer-revision, and (10) the peer-revision checklist.  Fed Ex/Kinkos online prices 10 24”x36” laminated posters at $48.45 each.

Testing materials ($72.00).  The testing materials line item includes the cost of printing approximately 8 pages of materials for each student during each testing phase (8 pages x 3 testing session = 24 pages per student).  At a cost of $.20 per copy, the total per student amount for testing materials is $4.80.  

Student materials ($186.00).  The student materials line item includes the cost of 15 handouts per student throughout the intervention phases (15 pages x $.20 per copy = $2.40 per student), as well as the cost of student booklets given to the students at the completion of the study (50 pages x $.20 per copy = $10 per student).  These final booklets include copies of all materials used during instruction along with copies of all of the essays students have written throughout instruction.  Therefore, the total cost of student materials is $12.40 per student ($2.40 for handouts + $10.00 for final booklets).

Office supplies ($60.01).  Additional office supplies are needed to implement the writing intervention including the following:

· Paper = $6.99 per ream x 2 reams = $13.98

· Pencils = $3.49 for 1 pack of 48 pencils
· Pens = $9.99 per dozen x 2 dozen = $19.98

· Highlighters = $6.49 per dozen x 2 dozen = $12.98

· Pocket folders to hold student materials = $4.79 per 10-pack x 2 packs = $9.58

Reinforcers ($67.50).  Given the population of students targeted in this writing intervention – middle school students with emotional and behavioral disabilities – reinforcers are an important tool to use to motivate students to write and to encourage positive classroom behaviors.  A variety of reinforcers will be used, depending on the preferences of students, and may include items like stickers, pens, and lollipops.  The line item amount reflects spending $.50 per student over the nine weeks of the study (i.e., both during testing and during instruction; $.50 x 15 students x 9 weeks = $67.50).

Training materials for observers and scorers ($80.00).  The final line item under materials is for training materials for observers and scorers.  Materials for behavioral observers will be approximately $15 each ($15 x 2 observers = $30).  The training materials needed for the observer coding fidelity of treatment will be approximately $10.  Training materials for essay scorers will be approximately $20 each ($20 x 2 scorers = $40).  The total cost of training materials will be about $80 ($30 + $10 + $40 = $80), for an average cost per observer or scorer of $16 for training materials ($80/5 = $16).
